Summary: Serum zinc and C-reactive protein (CRP) levels were measured in two groups of acutely ill geriatric hospital in-patients. Serum CRP levels were greater than 10 mg/l in 62% of the first group and 47% of the second. There was a significant negative correlation between zinc and CRP in both groups (r = -0.33, P <0.001, n = 103) and (r = -0.29, P < 0.001, n = 135 respectively).
Introduction
Earlier work led us to suspect that an acute phase response contributed to the low serum zinc levels observed in acutely ill geriatric patients.' The present study confirms this suspicion. A raised C-reactive protein (CRP) is well established as a good indicator of an acute phase response2 and of infection in the elderly.3 It is also well established that hepatic uptake of zinc in response to interleukin I or a similar mediator, is associated with synthesis of alpha-2-acute phase reactant proteins such as CRP.4 '5 We therefore investigated the relationship between serum zinc and CRP levels in acutely ill and in long stay geriatric patients.
Patients and methods
In the initial study serum zinc and CRP levels were measured in 103 significance are shown in Table II . Acute and recovery phase changes in serum zinc and CRP were demonstrated in 6 patients with acute infections and the results are shown in Figure   2 . In each case the serum zinc rose to normal and the elevated CRP level fell with recovery.
Discussion
The causes of a low serum zinc are numerous.6 Serum zinc levels have been shown to fall during 
